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In the realm 
of light and matter

Instituto Português de Fotografia [IPF] and Alex Majoli 
have partnered to create a unique Masterclass that will 
take place in the city of Porto between 2019 and 2020. 

Alex Majoli was born in Ravenna (Italy) in 1971. At the age 
of 15, he joined the F45 Studio, working alongside Daniele 
Casadio. While studying at the Art Institute in Ravenna, he 
joined Grazia Neri Agency and traveled to Yugoslavia to 
document the conflict. He returned many times over the 
next few years, covering all the major events in Kosovo and 
Albania. 

In 1995, Majoli published his first book “Leros” documenting 
the severity of conditions and treatment of patients in 
a psychiatric hospital on the Greek island of Leros. That 
same year he traveled to Brazil where he started the 
project ‘Requiem in Samba.’ In this project he visualizes 
the darker side of a complex society in which daily life is 
often shaped by hardship and violence. In 1998, inspired 
by his life growing up in the port of Ravenna, he started the 
project ‘Hotel Marinum’ documenting life in harbor cities 
around the world.

After becoming a full member of Magnum Photos in 2001, 
Majoli covered the fall of the Taliban regime in Afghanistan, 
and two years later the invasion of Iraq. He continues to 
document various conflicts worldwide for Newsweek, 
the New York Times Magazine, Granta and National 
Geographic. 

In collaboration with Thomas Dworzak, Paolo Pellegrin and 
Ilkka Uimonen, he had an extremely successful exhibition 
and installation Off Broadway in New York in 2004.

He then became involved in a project for the French 
Ministry of Culture entitled ‘Bio-Position System’, about the 
social-architectural transformation of the city of Marseille. 
His project, ‘Libera me’, published in 2010, is a reflection 
on the human condition and is inspired by Pirandello’s play, 
‘Six Characters in Search of an Author’.

In 2010, Majoli’s project ‘Scene’ marks the beginning of a 
new experimental phase as he explores the liminal areas 
between theater and reality, art and reportage in the form 
of a show and accompanying book published in 2019. In 
his photographs, each of his subjects becomes an actor 
of his own story as well as a silent fragment of a collective 
history. 

Majoli was inspired by Sicilian playwright Luigi Pirandello 
to believe that every person plays a certain role in 
society. Over the years, the photographer has examined 
this philosophy more in depth, looking to explore in his 
personal projects the theatricality of everyday life, when 
the boundaries between reality and fiction fade. 

Winner of the Guggenheim Fellowship in 2016, Alex 
Majoli has published numerous books, including Andante 
(Cesura, 2018), Congo (Aperture, 2015), Libera Me 
(Trolley Books, 2010), Leros (Trolley Books, 2009) and One 
Vote (Filigranes Editions, 2004). His work has also been 
exhibited at the Musée des Beaux-Arts in Ravenna, at the 
Rencontres d’Arles, at the National Gallery of Modern Art 
in Rome and many others. 

He lives and works between New York and Sicily. He is 
represented by Howard Greenberg Gallery.



MATERIALS: 
- A selection of your work ready for presentation (jpgs files 
in low res. 2000 pixel width 72dpi for digital portfolios); 

- The titles of at least 2 literary books that you love and 2 
of your favorite movies;

- A laptop with editing software, and

- Photographic equipment. 

STRUCTURE
The Masterclass is divided into two sessions and each will 
last 5 consecutive days. The first one will be held in 2019 
and the second in 2020. 

The first session is of the utmost importance as it is the 
stepping-stone for all future projects. During the 5 days focus 
will be given to viewing participants’ projects, listening to 
their backgrounds and debating ideas. Reference to other 
projects will be made to help participants to understand 
and learn how to organize their ideas into images.
  
During the following 8 months, participants are expected to 
develop their projects. Participants will be able to contact 
Alex Majoli (limited to his availability) for support on how 
to maintain focus on their artistic vision throughout the 
project, either in the form of private Skype sessions or 
email. A photographer’s ability to focus on his/her artistic 
vision is Alex Majoli’s main focus in these sessions which 
aim to help participants maintain a consistent level of 
quality throughout their project. 

The second session in 2020 is dedicated to participants 
exhibiting their work to the rest of the class. Immersive 
editing and sequencing will be carried out to guarantee all 
projects are finalized by the end of the Masterclass.

TEACHER: Alex Majoli / Magnum Photos 

DURATION: 2 x 5 days 
1st Session: September 30 to October 4, 2019
2nd Session: May 4 to May 8, 2020
Schedule: 9am/1pm - 2pm/6pm 

Each participant is entitled to a maximum of three private 
tutoring sessions with Alex Majoli during the period 
between sessions. Tutoring sessions will be scheduled 
according to Alex Majoli’s availability and should be 
scheduled directly between teacher and participant. 

LANGUAGE: 
The course will be held in English. Translation will not be 
available. 

LOCATION: 
Instituto Português de Fotografia [IPF] 
Rua da Vitória, 129, 4050-634 Porto, Portugal
(1 hour by subway/tube from the Airport Station to São 
Bento Station)

THE MASTERCLASS
Alex Majoli’s Masterclass is structured to guide participants 
in finding their own unique voice, strengthen personal 
vision and embody their stories into new bold photographic 
projects or to push forward ongoing ones. 

The Masterclass aims to focus on how each participants’ 
unique visual language can be improved by critiquing, 
shooting, editing and sequencing. Participants will be 
expected to move out of their comfort zones and reflect 
on how they can experience and create photography and 
storytelling from an innovative perspective. They will learn 
how to entwine references from all forms of art to formulate 
a well-structured, coherent idea; and understand the 
importance of the individual as a photographer, his/her 
history, experiences and background and how all this is 
related to the way a photographer takes a picture. 

In light of the above, participants will introduce themselves 
through their photographic projects, explaining their 
interests, desires and approach to their photographic 
subjects; this will allow the teacher to evaluate each 
participant’s photographic level and to better understand 
what steps are necessary for participants to evolve during 
the duration of the project. Alex will also introduce his latest 
works, and how he develops his ideas and photographic 
content.



Instituto Português de Fotografia will not be held 
responsible for the reimbursement of any travel expenses 
should the masterclass be cancelled.

All health, travel and other potential liabilities are of the 
sole responsibility of each participant.

SUBMISSION: 
Send an e-mail to ipf.porto@ipf.pt with the following files 
attached: 
- Application form; 
- Portfolio in PDF format with 20 to 30 jpg images (max. 
size 10MB); 
- Project ideas (PDF format) maximum of 1200 
characters; 
- Short biography (PDF format) maximum of 800 
characters; 
- Bank transfer receipt for the total payment.

Your submission will only be considered valid and your 
place secured if the respective bank transfer for the full 
amount accompanies your process. 

After submitting all the files requested, each participant 
will receive a confirmation  email. On July 26, 2019, an 
email will be sent confirming if the Masterclass will take 
place.

For the Masterclass to be held there is a minimum 
requirement of 7 participants. If this requirement is not 
met, IPF reserves the right to cancel the Masterclass. 
Maximum number of participants is 12. Places will be 
allocated on a first come first served basis. 

PRICE: 
2 500€  
2 125€ (price for participants enrolled in the IPF 
Professional Course) 

Prices do NOT include travel, lodging, meals or 
transportation to Porto. 

PAYMENT METHOD: 
Bank transfer to:
Beneficiary: Instituto Português de Fotografia
Bank: Novo Banco 
Account: 0002 3689 0588 
IBAN: PT50 0007 0000 0023 6890 5882 3
BIC/SWIFT: BESCPTPL 

CONTACT 
For any questions contact: ipf.porto@ipf.pt 

FEES AND POLICIES: 
In the event of a cancellation due to circumstances 
beyond IPF’s control, participants will be duly notified in 
writing and given a full refund. 

Instituto Português de Fotografia reserves the right to 
cancel the Masterclass if less than 7 participants are 
enrolled. If a participant decides to cancel his or her 
enrollment for whatever reason, they must confirm this in 
writing to ipf.porto@ipf.pt

Instituto Português de Fotografia will refund participants 
on the following terms:
- 50% refund until August 15, 2019 

No refunds will be made to participants who cancel their 
enrolment after August 16, 2019;  



With more than fifty years of history in the teaching and 
dissemination of photography, IPF is the oldest and leading 
Portuguese photography school. IPF is certified by DGERT 
(Direção-Geral do Emprego e das Relações de Trabalho), 
the Portuguese authority that oversees professional 
training.

With schools in Lisbon and Porto, IPF programs offer 
photography education for a wide public, ranging from 
short-term courses and workshops to the Professional 
Photography Course. Each year more than a thousand 
students attend our courses.
Alongside photography teaching, the dissemination 
of photographic culture and of the work developed by 
its students is at the core of IPF’s activity. Each year we 
promote lecture and conference cycles designed to 
promote photographic practice and critical thinking on 
photography as well as exhibitions, of which the annual 
group exhibition of the work developed by the finalists 
of the Professional Photography Course is one of the 
highlights, and the one we are most proud of.

In both schools, students have access to a digital media 
lab with individual workstations equipped with the latest 
image editing software (Adobe Creative Cloud) and a 
photography studio. At Porto’s school, students also have 
access to a black and white laboratory. 

Most importantly, IPF’s faculty is composed by a diverse 
group of photographers as far as creative, technical and 
professional areas are concerned and who also share 
common values: passion for photography and its teaching, 
engagement in continuing evolution, diligence and 
experience in the employment market.




